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Integrating the EU Methane Regulation into the EU Simplification Agenda
To: Commissioner for Energy

CC: DG ENER

Dear Commissioner Jgrgensen,

On behalf of Gas Infrastructure Europe (GIE) members, | would like to reaffirm our
commitment to supporting the EU’s objectives of reducing methane emissions and
enhancing environmental performance across the energy value chain. We fully
acknowledge the critical role of effective methane management in advancing climate

goals and sustainability.

In light of the European Commission’s simplification agenda - as outlined in the
Political Guidelines 2024-2029' and reflected in the Budapest Declaration of
November 20242 - we note the recent conclusions of the Energy Ministers on 16 June
20253, which highlight the need to explore options to simplify the Methane Emissions
Regulation (MER), including through the forthcoming Energy Omnibus package.

GIE views this initiative as an opportunity to:

« Reduce administrative burden for Member States, industry, and citizens;
e Address implementation challenges;

« Promote consistent application across Member States;

« Maintain regulatory stability and predictability;

1

Recent discussions at the 39" Madrid Forum, along with findings from ACER’s 2025
Monitoring Report, have brought to light several implementation challenges,
including:

o Tightimplementation deadlines;

« Absence of key.secondary legislation, guidance and standards;

o Lack of tools for certifying commiingled products;

« Penalty provisions that may benefit from proportionality adjustments.

1 European Commission. Europe’s Choice — Political Guidelines jor the Next European Commission
2024-2029. Available here

2 European Council. The Budapest Declaration on the New European Competitiveness Deal, 8
November 2024. Available here

3 Council of the European Union. Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council (Energy) —
Presidency Conclusions, 16 June 2025.

Available here
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In this context, GIE would like to offer the following recommendations for the
upcoming Energy Omnibus Package to support a balanced and practical
implementation of MER.

1. Streamlining Bureaucracy

o Apply uniform interpretations and assign a single, central authority per sector
in each Member State as a focal point to oversee its implementation and
review all related reports for each sector.

« Enable reporting through standardised online platforms, utilising a single
European standard template (e.g., the Oil and Gas Methane Partnership -
OGMP 2.0).

2. Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification (MRV)

o Align with OGMP 2.0 protocols (regarding site-level measurements,
materiality, sampling, quantification, etc) to increase harmonisation and
reduce reporting burden.

o Currently there are no certified verification bodies/companies nor are there
existing processes, we therefore call to adjust verification timelines to reflect
the verifier availability and related processes.

3. Leak Detection and Repair (LDAR)

« Develop a reassessment mechanisms regarding LDAR survey frequency for
midstream analogue to art 14.5.

« Reassessment of LDAR measurements along continuously welded pipelines
that are monitored by integrity management.

« Limit reporting to one consolidated annual LDAR report per asset and require
additional reports only when the repair takes more than one year and
additional justification is needed.

4. Venting and Flaring

o Exempt low-volume events (definition of de minimis values) from immediate
reporting and report them on an annual basis.

e Set requirements to allow exemptions of very small volumes from mitigation
and direct measurement, while maintaining reporting via emission factors.

o Prioritise the most efficient abatement; a multi-year implementation plan
could facilitate the practical application of Article 15, and especially 15.5.
Article 15.8 should be revised to establish clear, robust requirements that will
ensure the timely adoption of the most effective measures.

5. Evidence-based revision according to article 36.1:

o Encourage data-driven evaluation of leak thresholds and survey frequencies.
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e Consider the implications of supply security at both national, regionatand EU
levels.

GIE remains committed to the ongoing dialogue on this important issue and would
welcome the opportunity to further discuss these recommendations with you and

your team.

Yours sincerely,

Lucie Boost

GIE Secretary General,
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